
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children with a rich, varied vocabulary succeed in their education and beyond; therefore, developing learners with excellent language skills is 

the cornerstone to our curriculum. We recognise that children’s vocabulary requires context, so our vocabulary spine is closely aligned with 

our curriculum and is composed mainly of tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary as outlined by their definitions below. Tier 1 vocabulary is developed 

through everyday talk and conversation, as well as in the pupils’ home life. The table explains in which year group the word or terminology is 

introduced, but in most cases, the vocabulary will be revisited regularly as pupils move through the school. The list is by no means exhaustive; 

pupils will encounter many more tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary in their lessons, but these are the words that we expect children to know by the 

time they leave Monkston. 

 

• Tier 1 Vocabulary consists of high frequency words, most commonly used in spoken language, which do not typically have multiple 

meanings. These can be basic nouns such as ‘house’, ‘dog’, and ‘phone’, which learners come across in normal everyday conversation. 

In most cases, learners will have already acquired this basic level of language prior to starting school and they can continue to develop 

their tier 1 vocabulary on a day-to-day basis when communicating with their peers and teachers, in tandem with their formal learning. 

• Tier 2 vocabulary is also high in frequency but is predominantly used in written language. Examples include words such as, ‘analyse’, 
‘context’ and ‘sufficient’. More complex, nuanced and academic in nature, Tier 2 vocabulary is not subject specific; it can have multiple 

meanings and requires a much higher degree of literacy for learners to comprehend.  

• Tier 3 vocabulary is low frequency, subject-specific language that is used only in reference to particular concepts, topics and processes. 

Tier 3 language requires learners to possess a certain level of subject knowledge in order to understand the specific terminology in 

question: for example, ‘hypotenuse’, ‘tectonic’ or ‘photosynthesis’. It is the language used by subject specialists when discussing their 

field, such as historians, artists, scientists, and engineers, and it is the specific vocabulary used in the classroom to teach these subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monkston Primary School 

RE Vocabulary Spine 



Key Stage 1 
 

Year 1 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Discovering Religion Christianity Judaism Christianity: Easter and 

Symbols 

Our Wonderful World Belonging 

Christiantiy God Jew symbol Creation community 

religion Jesus Christ Covenant Lent gift prayer 

Judaism nativity Hebrew salvation steward(ship) pilgrimage 

Islam miracle Star of David Saviour Khalifa church 

church Disciple rabbi cross responsibility  baptism 

Mosque parable scrolls tomb unique rules 

synagogue Cathedral Ner Tamid Heaven humility respect 

pray worship Shabbat victory  belief 

Bible sacred Hannukah resurrection  faith 

Torah festival  culture   

Quran Advent     

monotheism Easter     

 Holy Week      

Year 2 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Sacred Places Life of Jesus Hinduism Teachings of Jesus Leaders and Teachers Symbols and 

Artefacts 

congregation New Testament polytheistic parable vicar/priest cross 

unity Bethlehem Vedas neighbour role model crescent moon 

pulpit ministry shrine enemy rabbi star 

altar practising reincarnation forgiveness imam purity 

lectern injustice scripture prodigal Torah Holy Water 

pew Romans Diwali shepherd synagogue Wudu 

segregation gentiles Brahma flock mosque guidance 

arc Beatitudes Shiva sermon Qur’an  

imam follower Karma meek   

masjid betray Mandir mercy   

 crucifixion     



 

 

Lower Key Stage 2  

 

Year 3 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Creation Stories Jesus as an Inspiration Islam Special Times Religion in my 

Community 

Faith Stories 

creator inspire Muslim tradition values storm 

creation saviour Prophet Muhammad baptism diversity calm 

ideal dove Saudi Arabia Holy Communion census Moses 

Samasara Eucharist Makkah Last Supper equality bulrushes 

cycle salvation tribe marriage gurdwara pharoah 

Big Bang humble orphan vows  Israelites 

astronomer Palm Sunday Cave Hira blessing  good/evil 

theory disciple revelation memory  flood 

 debate Pillars of Islam   covenant 

 symbolism    obedience 

 imagery     

Year 4 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Culture and Religion The Bible Sikhism Easter and History Right, Wrong and Rules Sacrifice 

fashion holy Guru Lent authority appearance 

Independence day divine caste resurrection Humanism pilgrim(age) 

Lunar New Year transcendent langar fast commandment charity 

Olympics Old Testament The 5 Ks temptation guidelines devotion 

shared culture New Testament Guru Granth Sahib Maundy Hajj atonement 

cultural identity gospels  Passover conscience Yom Kippur 

 guidebook  blasphemy  Ramadan 

   crucifixion  service 

   ascension  generosity 

     atheism 

 

 



Upper Key Stage 2  

 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Symbols and Religious 

Expression 

Christianity in History Buddhism Jesus as an Example Words of Wisdom Humanism 

omnipotent Messiah Siddhartha Holy Trinity wisdom worldview 

omnipresent resurrection Buddha Holy Spirit knowledge humanism 

menorah persecution enlightenment temptation omniscient scepticism 

mezuzah Constantine meditation emotions Hadith supernatural 

Lamb of God Middle Ages Four Noble Truths incarnation Allah marriage 

ichthys pagan Nirvana sin recitation naming ceremony 

calligraphy Pope chant blessed Dharma morality 

Ottoman Empire missionary mantra meek mindfulness  

idol The Reformation   philosophy  

Trimurti Catholicism     

 Protestantism     

 Renaissance     

 indulgence     

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Love and Forgiveness Equality and Inequality Freedom, Authority 

and Rule of Law 

Justice and Judgement The Journey of Life Philosophy and Ethics 

agape society authority fairness soul questioning 

philia ethnicity teachings punishment legacy reasoning 

apology equality liberation judgement mortality morality 

peace equity exodus ethics eternal life dilemma 

reconciliation racism Rule of Law rebirth ritual philosopher 

redemption discrimination Free will duty finite  

redeem protest perspective injustice milestone  

 justice  Human rights rite of passage  

      

      

      

 


